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I OCC During my last few weeks of summer, | received a call from the Yguth

Ministries director of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Chicago, and jhe
asked if | was interested in spending a week in Elk Grove Village to ferve
e r\/- - re I I le as a member of the first annual Chicago S¥f¥reme conference hoste
by IOCC. I0OCC stands for International Orthodox Christian Chariti{s,
and this ministry is dedicated to helping and serving others in the nafe of
ByMaddySZUbert Godds Iyove. | erjlsg a pgrt of al] team
throughout the week, we participated in multiple service projects. Beqdes
just the service projects, it was a really cool experience to meet kidd my
age that were of Orthodox faith but whom | probably would never get
the chance to meet otherwise because they were not necessarily Gireiek
we were Greek, Serbian, Russi@arpathian, and Ukrainian. Most of the
projects we completed were in Chicago and included sorting bookq for
charter schools (completed in a Romanian Orthodox cathedral), working
a health fair at the Kroc center, rebuilding a home for Habitat for Hungan-
ity, and serving dinner at the Harbor Lights Rehabilitation Center. We
really got to expand our service actions because many of the kids
really volunteered. We also went through seminars with a few orga
tions like the Kulis Foundation (who funded the conference) as wdl as
Camp Noah, which is a camp for children who have gone through djsas-
ters (both natural disasters and home life disasters). Besides all df the
service work and seminars, we got to enjoy a Cubs game as well as(l:Navy
Pier! It sounds like the Kulis Foundation is going to set up another cofpfer-
ence next year, and | encourage any current high school juniors to keep
their ears open for the opportunity and take up their cross and sprgad

Godds |l ove while making great njemor i e:

ever
iza-

Camp Fanari Moves To St. lakovos Retreat Centeby Luke Maggos

*For the last three summers, during a week of June, | have been attending Fanari Camp. This has always been my favbstemwmssri
*because | am away from home, meet new friends, and have so much fun. The previous years the camp was held in verpdatge grou
*Green Lake Conference Center, but this year for the first time the camp was at Saint lakovos Retreat Center. | did nthteluaip
would be as fun as when it was held at Green Lake, considering that the camp was in smaller sessions of only 100 kidss\arplaate.
MWhen | got to the camp, | quickly realized that this was not the case. | immediately found out that even though the carigt lead peo-
ple, the traditions all stayed the same. | also found that Saint lakovos Retreat Center was beautiful, and there wadoa Duting camp
we would start every morning off with a peaceful service in the chapel. Throughout the day, we would participate ina@ritiges such
as Bible study, athletics, Orthodox life, art, and my favorite part of the day, free time. During free time you couldgiglydil, soccer,
volleyball, take a hike through the woods, visit the farm and animals, or just hang out with your friends. Fanari issicplane to make
friends, because all the people there have so much in common, that we all practice the same religion, and most of theaca@pesk.

So next summer if you want to have a great week and meet lots of new friends, | recommend spending it at Fanari camp.

Altar Boys Tonsured by Bishop
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On the Holy Day of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, wei avler e
honor for our young men to be ordai nedpaas @hsurbdh sRead érys ,t hsee tbt
vices and in the Divine Liturgy. May God continue to Bl ess t he

ST. CATHERI NEABTTERE WS



